weighed its advantages and disadvantages, I have come to the definite conclusion that the fusion of the two bodies can and will be of groat advantage to both the nursing profession at large and the public generally. (Hear, hear.) As regards ourselves, it will bring us an accession of strength and widen our sphere of influence. I would like to call your special attention to the fact that as soon as the united body has passed through the necessary transition stage, its constitution will invest. the nurses themselves with power to elect their governing body, and so place in their own hands their own destiny as a profession. (Hear, hear.) You have, ever since the formation of our Association, shown me, and supported me with, the most unshakable loyalty and confidence, and, I may add, affection. For this I thank you from my heart, for I both value -and appreciate them warmly. It is with the knowledge of this trust you repose in me that I now ask you to join with me in approving a step which, for the reasons I have stated, will enhance our dignity and importance, and through us confer a boon on the public. (Signed) Helena, President of the Royal British Nurse^' Association." Dr. Bezly Thorne, in opening the proceedings, said that the resolution before the meeting that afternoon embodied the most important question submitted since the foundation of the Association thirty years ago.
The fusion of the two bodies would be for the benefit of both, and would have the effect of enhancing the dignity and increasing the efficiency of the nursing profession, while it would be to the great advantage of the public at large. 
